CHAPTER   VI

AGRICULTURE

GENERAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

EUROPEAN man has so effectively utilized the resources of his tiny con-
tinent that it surpasses all others in economic productivity. Through
the intelligent use of its soils he has brought forth agricultural prod
ucts unequaled in both quantity and variety. But these ministered to
only a portion of his needs, so he turned his attention to industry. I Is-
ing science as his tool and the mineral and forest wealth of the conti-
nent as his raw materials, he constructed factories which arc continu-
ously pouring out a vast stream of finished products. To link the mine
to the factory and the farm to the city he constructed a network of
highways, waterways and railways unexcelled in density and efficiency.
He has not been satisfied to be merely a pioneer in these various activi-
ties, but is constantly adding to and improving the machine which lie
has set up. Today the efficiency of this machine places Europe ahead
of all other continents in the diversity and quantity of its economic
products.

Huntington and Williams, in their excellent text, Business (/Vw/-
raphy, indicate something of the productivity of Europe by pointing
out that it is the leading producer of twenty-five of the fifty-eight chief
products of the world. Twelve of these twenty-five are of first rank,
that is, the value of their annual production is in excess of one billion
dollars. Europe's nearest competitor is North America, which leads in
sixteen products, seven of which are of first rank.

The estimated wealth of Europe also indicates its economic leader-
ship. In per capita wealth the continent ranks third, being surpassed by
North America and Australia, but its larger population causes it to
have a greater total wealth than either. It is estimated that Europe has
a total wealth of approximately $440,000,000,000, as compared with
$664,000,000,000 for the rest of the world combined, Wealth, prod-
ucts, industries and trade all point to the commanding position which
Europe holds among the continents of the world.
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